
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PEAK VETERINARY NEWS 
August 2018 

ASHOVER SHOW – 8th August 

As you are all aware, it’s that time of year again . 

We are the nominated vets for the show again, but have a few changes we would like to publicise; this 

year we will be having a stand at the show. Ken, Morwenna and Madeleine will be there for any of you 

who haven’t met them yet, so please pop in and say hi! 

 

 Ketosis (Acetonaemia) in Cattle  
 

Ketosis is a metabolic disorder that occurs in cattle when the cow’s energy demands exceed energy 
intake, resulting in negative energy balance.  Fat is utilised as an energy source to support production 
faster than it can be processed by the liver resulting in excessive ketone production = ketosis.    
 
In beef cattle this is most common in late pregnancy due to reduction in appetite and increased growth 
of calf.  In dairy herds, it occurs at peak lactation.    It is a common condition affecting around 30% of 
cows and will impact on cow health, fertility and milk production. 
 
There are many factors indicating that a herd may have a problem with ketosis: 

 Annual herd incidence of displaced abomasums > 5% 

 More than 10% fat cows (BCS > 3) 3 weeks before calving 

 More than 25% test positive with keto-test on urine sample  

 More than 40% cows have fat:protein > 1.5:1 at the 1st milk recording after calving.   
 
Individual cow risk factors for ketosis: 

 High body condition score (>3) in dry period.  

 Loss of body condition score during dry period 

 Long dry period (>2months) 

 Twin pregnancy  

 History of energy-related diseases 

 Milk fat:protein >1.5 in previous lactation.  

 First calving> 27 months 
 
Symptoms of ketosis:  

 Reduced milk yield  

 Weight loss 

 Reduced appetite 

 Dull coat 

 Fever 

 Acetone (pear drop) smell on breath 
 
Diagnosis of ketosis is most accurate by testing urine with keto-stick or Rotheras powder. These would 
be useful to have on farm for early diagnosis.   
 
The initial aim of treatment is to restore the energy (glucose) levels in the body.  This is most commonly 
provided through drenching with ketosaid (propylene glycol) but in severe cases may require glucose 
into the vein.  Often this is combined with a steroid injection to aid breakdown of protein to produce 
glucose.   

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, any issues you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact us, 

Warm Regards: 
Andrew, Hollie, Ken, Morwenna and Madeleine 

 

Tel: 01629 – 582844 
 

Practice News 

We have set up an Instagram account to link to our 

Facebook page. Follow us @peakvetsmatlock. We have also 

re-vamped our website; have a look on 

peakveterinary.co.uk. If there is anything else you would 

like to see on there please let us know. 

We are glad to report both Morwenna and Madeline have 

started and are well underway with their vetting work! 

 

Fly Warning 

Just to re-iterate the problems associated with flies as this warm weather appears to be here to stay. 

Blowfly Strike  

Clinical signs:  chewing or rubbing at the tail end, foot stamping and shaking. It also has a characteristic smell.  

Treatment: cleaning the affected area, removing all visible maggots and applying a repellent spot-on.  Antibiotic 
spray should be applied to the affected area. 

New Forest Eye/Silage Eye/Pink Eye/Keratoconjunctivitis 

Clinical signs:  conjunctivitis (reddening of the eye), squinting, tear staining, corneal ulcers (damage to the surface 

of the eye).  Cases vary from very mild that resolve without treatment, to cases which can progress to ulcers and 

even rupture of the eye.   

Treatment (depending on the severity):  

 Topical creams: Opticlox, Orbenin 

 Subconjunctival antibiotic injection: under the upper eyelid. 

 Systemic antibiotic injection: into muscle or under the skin.  

Call us if you aren’t finding these methods are effective. 

Summer Mastitis/August Bag 

EARLY TREATMENT IS VITAL. Both systemic (injectable) and intramammary antibiotics are required and should be 

used alongside an anti-inflammatory (e.g. metacam or ketofen).  Regular stripping out of the affected quarter is 

essential to remove as much infected material as possible.  Often the affected quarter is lost due to abscessation 

within the udder. Fly prevention is key, especially in susceptible animals.  Fly sprays, tags and pour-ons are 

available. 

   

 

 

 

TB Work 

Just a little aside to say a big thank 
you to those of you who have 
already had your 6 monthly tests.  

We appreciate the effort that has 
gone into getting all your cattle back 
home; it has made the job our end 
so much easier. 

 

 

 


