
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PEAK VETERINARY NEWS 
June 2018 

Blowfly Strike in Sheep 

Now the warmer weather is (hopefully) on its way and here to stay, strike is something we need to keep 
in the back of our minds. 

Strike tends to occur in the warmer, humid weather & affects about 80% of UK farms.  Blowfly strike can 
be fatal if left untreated and leads to production losses mainly due to longer finishing times.  Most 
commonly occurs around the tail but it can also occur in open wounds or footrot lesions.  The risk of 
strike is increased by warm weather, high humidity, faecal soiling, thick fleeced breeds and high blowfly 
numbers.   

Clinical Signs 

• Chewing or rubbing at the tail end, foot stamping, shaking.  

• Wool shedding / matting.  

• Strong odour which can attract more flies.   

Treatment 

Clean affected area, remove all visible maggots and apply  
spot-on.  Antibiotic spray should be applied to the affected area. 
A list of some of the available products can be seen below.   
 

Control 

Prevention is the best form of control.  As soon as weather alters a preventative treatment should be 
applied.  This will decrease the number of blowflies on farm through the rest of summer.  Ongoing 
control of strike in late summer/autumn will prevent larvae from overwintering in the soil.    

 

Trade Name Drug Blowfly Prevention Blowfly Treatment Meat 
Withdrawal 

Clik (Elanco) 6% dicyclanil 16 weeks X 40 days 

Clikzin (Elanco) 1.25% dicyclanil 8 weeks X 7 days 

Vetrazin 
(Elanco) 

6% cyromazine 10 weeks X 28 days 

Dysect Sheep 
(Zoetis) 

Alpha-cypermethrin 
12.5mg/ml pour on  

8-10 weeks Apply directly to fly 
strike area 

49 days 

Crovect (Elanco) High cispermethrin 
12.5mg/ml pour on  

6-8 weeks 
Not for lambs < 1 
week or animals 

< 12.5kg 

Apply directly to fly 
strike area 

8 days 

Spotinor 
(Norbrook) 

Deltamethrin 10mg/ml  
X 

Apply directly to fly 
strike area 

35 days 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, any issues you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact us, 

Warm Regards: 
Andrew, Hollie and Ken 

 

Tel: 01629 – 582844 
 

Practice News 

We have set up an Instagram account to link to our Facebook page. Follow us @peakvetsmatlock. 

We have 2 new vets starting in July, so we are looking forward to being back up to full vet capacity! 

More information on them next month. 

TB Testing 

We know the issue of 6 monthly testing is at 

the forefront of everyone’s minds. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone for their patience. As you are all 

aware, we have been a bit thin on the ground 

recently and your cooperation has made our 

job much easier.  

Now the 6 monthly testing is coming in into 

play, and other practices are stopping testing, 

we would like to ask you to bear with us for a 

little longer. We appreciate that this is going to 

be awkward for everyone involved, and we are 

doing our best to accommodate everyone’s 

wishes. However, due to the nature of the job, 

there is going to be an inconvenient test for 

everyone. Due to this, we ask that everyone 

cooperate for a little longer, especially those 

who have tests towards the beginning of 

autumn. We ask that everyone helps us to get 

cracking ASAP so that we aren’t running behind 

throughout the whole testing season. This will 

enable us to get everyone tested within their 

testing windows, meaning no one will get 

penalised. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we are 

always contactable and will do our best to get 

back to you ASAP 

August Bag / Summer Mastitis 

This disease is associated with biting flies.  It is most 

commonly seen in cattle grazing pasture with ponds 

or trees as these provide a good environment for the 

flies.  It can be a disease of a non-lactating udder, 

and is common in both dairy and beef herds, with 

dry cows and heifers being particularly susceptible.   

Clinical Signs: 

• Acute (quick) onset 

• Hard, hot and painful udder 

• Anorexia (unwillingness to eat) 

• Separation from herd 

• Pyrexia (high temperature) 

• Lameness – due to discomfort associated 

with the affected quarter 

• Thick puss discharging from the affected 

quarter 

Speed of treatment is essential in cases of summer 

mastitis; the cow can deteriorate rapidly and die if 

not treated.  Both systemic (injectable) and 

intramammary antibiotics are required and should 

be used alongside an anti-inflammatory (e.g. 

metacam or ketofen).  Regular stripping out of the 

affected quarter is essential to remove as much 

infected material as possible.  Often the affected 

quarter is lost due to abscessation within the udder.   

Fly prevention is key, especially in susceptible 

animals.  Fly sprays, tags and pour-ons are available.   

 


