
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PEAK VETERINARY NEWS 
March 2018 

EVENING TALK – Wednesday 4th April 

Time and venue TBC 

This talk is specifically targeted towards dairy farmers, but all are welcome! We will be covering 

selective dry cow therapy and is sponsored by Norbrook. 

This is something that milk buyers are pushing for at the moment, and we are here to help and 

advise wherever we can! 

If you want anymore information, either pop into the surgery or chat to us whilst we are out on 

farm. 

Please let us know by Friday 31st March if you are planning to attend. 

 

Spring Vaccinations 
 
When the rain finally stops and you can turn out cattle to 
grass there are a few vaccination protocols to consider.   
 
Lungworm 
It is essential to vaccinate all cattle going out to graze for the 
first time to avoid lungworm infection.   
Vaccination protocol:  2 doses of Huskvac 4 weeks apart, 
with the last being given 2 weeks before turnout.   
 
Leptospirosis 
Wet spring grazing provides the best conditions for this 
disease to spread. The organism survives in the kidneys and 
the change to a grass diet alters the pH of urine allowing the 
organism to survive and be excreted more readily.  Spread is 
through ingestion of contaminated grass.  For these reasons 
vaccination is best given in the spring.  Youngstock require 2 
doses 4 weeks apart and cows a booster before turnout.       
 
Blackleg 
Wet grazing increases the soil contamination of grass and 
silage.  This increases the number of clostridial organisms 
ingested, which can in turn increase infection rates.  There 
are a number of clostridial vaccinations available, please 
phone the practice for more information.    
 
Don’t forget the BVD and IBR vaccinations also. 

Herd Health Plans 
 
Don’t forget we offer ‘herd 
health plan service’.  Whether 
you’d like your current plan 
updating or need to start afresh, 
we can help!  It is an excellent 
way to highlight ‘problem areas’ 
and set targets for the coming 
months/year. 
It costs £154.38 for a new plan 
and £69.45 for a 30 minute 
review.  

TB News Update 

Just to keep everyone informed, 
DEFRA and XL Farmcare have 
renewed their contract until 
April 2020.  

This will have no bearing on 
anything with you and 
everything will continue to work 
as usual. 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, any issues you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact us, 

Warm Regards: 
Andrew and Hollie 

 

Tel: 01629 – 582844 
 

BVD In Cattle 

Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) has a wide range of clinical signs and if present on your farm can cost you 
around £90 per cow per year.  

Many herds, both beef and dairy, have been exposed in Britain. It mainly causes problems with fertility 
such as abortions, increased repeat breeders, and extended calving to conception interval. Calves may be 
stillborn or born with deformities, and if infected, have lower immunity to other diseases such as 
pneumonia or scour.  

Most problems are caused when pregnant cows become infected, but the effect differs depending on the 
stage of pregnancy: 

• 0-45 days: Loss of the embryo – cow returns to service 

• 45-125 days: Abortion OR calf is born a PI (persistently infected carrier animal). 

• 125+ days: Abortion or deformities if born alive.  

** PI animals will continue to shed the virus for life – they may appear outwardly normal but are a 
danger to the rest of your herd** 

To eradicate and keep your herd BVD free, it is first important to identify whether or not your herd has 
the disease and also if PI animals are present. Eradication programs are NOT effective if PIs are present.   

1. Test – use blood or milk samples to identify the disease status of the herd.  
2. Rule out or identify PIs  - any animals testing positive for BVD virus need to be tested again 3 

weeks later to determine whether they are PIs or not. All PIs should be culled. Ear notch samples 
can be taken from newly born calves to test for virus when they are tagged – this is a useful 
method of surveillance.  

3. Biosecurity - If buying in stock, ensure they are BVD free and establish their vaccination status. 
Practice good biosecurity between neighbouring farms.  

4. Vaccination – If you practice very good biosecurity and do not buy in any animals, you may not 
need to vaccinate, but it does add extra protection in that it prevents PIs. Please contact the 
surgery for the options available.  

5. On-going monitoring – there are a range continuous surveillance tests you can use depending on 
your situation – please contact the surgery for details. 

 

 

 

  

Testing for BVD: 

A number of companies do blood 

and milk testing both individually 

and as part of cattle health 

schemes regulated by CHeCS.  

Biobest and NML are the only 

companies providing ear notch 

sampling tags 

Practice News: 

We are being joined this month by Catherine who is coming to 

help us with the small animal work. 

We are also looking forward to welcoming Ken, from Ireland, to 

the team next month. 

As always, business as usual on farm! 


