
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PEAK VETERINARY NEWS 
May 2018 

Farmer Talk Review: Selective Dry Cow Therapy 

We would just like to say thank you to those of you who came  

to our talk at the beginning of April; we found it very useful,  

and hope you did too. 

Just a few of the key points to re-iterate 

• The dry period is an opportunity for both curing existing  

infections and preventing new ones 

• During the dry period cows close the teat with a keratin  

plug.  However, many cows never form a complete plug; higher yielding cows are less likely to 

form a complete keratin plug and are at a much higher risk of clinical mastitis in the next 

lactation  

• Antibiotic intra-mammary tubes are used at drying off with the aim to prevent new udder 

infections in the early dry period and can also eliminate subclinical infections.  Teat sealants can 

be used to further limit bacterial entry to the teat canal 

• It has been shown that the use of antibiotic dry cow tubes in low SCC cows can decrease the 

number of natural bacteria; thus increasing the number of harmful bacteria which can actually 

result in an increase in cases of mastitis   

• Select cows on a SCC basis – don’t try to convert your whole herd all at once, but try with your 

top 5-10% for the first year 

• When selecting cows, make sure you select those who have had a low count throughout their 

lactation (ideally <150-200) and have a low count at drying off 

• If you have a high bulk milk SCC (>200), then getting your bulk milk count down is the first step. 

Culling out chronically high cell count cows and identifying them 

• Employing selective dry cow therapy can help to improve mastitis control and also reduce 

antibiotic usage 

• Even if you aren’t considering a sealant, changing from a tube containing critical antibiotics (such 

as cephaguard) is an ideal starting point 

• Hygiene at drying off is just as important as the actual drying off. Post dipping followed by 

sterilisation is the most efficient way 

If you have any questions, or need any advice on 

how to get started on selective dry cow therapy, 

just let us know and we can discuss your options 

and get you started.  

We appreciate that it isn’t always ideal, but getting 

started sooner will make the transition easier as 

milk buyers are pushing for reducing antibiotic 

useage. 
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As always, any issues you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact us, 

Warm Regards: 
Andrew, Hollie and Ken 

 

Tel: 01629 – 582844 
 

Practice News 

Catherine, who has been helping us with the small animal work, is staying until the end of June. 

Ken is officially with us now, he has met a few of you already and we know you will make him feel very 

welcome. 

TB Testing 

We know the issue of 6 monthly testing is at 

the forefront of everyone’s minds. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone for their patience. As you are all 

aware, we have been a bit thin on the ground 

recently and your cooperation has made our 

job much easier.  

Now the 6 monthly testing is coming in into 

play, and other practices are stopping testing, 

we would like to ask you to bear with us for a 

little longer. We appreciate that this is going to 

be awkward for everyone involved, and we are 

doing our best to accommodate everyone’s 

wishes. However, due to the nature of the job, 

there is going to be an inconvenient test for 

everyone. Due to this, we ask that everyone 

cooperate for a little longer, especially those 

who have tests towards the beginning of 

autumn. We ask that everyone helps us to get 

cracking ASAP so that we aren’t running behind 

throughout the whole testing season. This will 

enable us to get everyone tested within their 

testing windows, meaning no one will get 

penalised. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we are 

always contactable and will do our best to get 

back to you ASAP 

Watch Out 

Now that turn out is (hopefully) approaching there 

are a few things to keep in the back of your mind 

when turning stock out onto new pasture: 

• Husk 

o Caused by Dictyocaulus viviparus, this worm 

resides in the bronchi causing the characteristic 

coughing. However, it’s the larvae that have 

wintered on the pasture that will be putting 

youngstock at risk. Prophylactic ivermectin can 

be given to prevent infection. However, 

animals will develop their own immunity with a 

small burden. 

• Staggers 

o Caused by magnesium deficiency at turnout. 

Can be fatal without prompt attention. 

• Fluke 

o Otherwide known as Fasciola hepatica, this is 

something to bear in mind, particularly with 

the wet ground. Avoid turning out near water 

or on boggy ground (if possible). This is 

something that would take time to be come 

into play, so monitoring pastures is vital. 

• Nematodirus in lambs 

o Watch out due to the change in temperature 

coinciding with lambs >6w old grazing. This 

worm can have high mortality rates if left 

untreated. Try to turn lambs out onto pasture 

ungrazed last year. Alternatively, a white 

wormer can be used to treat. 


